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Sb 
PUBLISHER 
TO THE 
READER. 


. Gene 2rous Reader, 


et 0 R ch would | 


true «Fl of theſe. few 
Sheets : Firſt occaſsonally 
 ynis by way of Advice to a 
Yeung 


6 Reader. 
Young Gentleman abroad, 
and ] humbly concerve not 
unſeaſonable to any that 
make pretence tothat Name 
FL 7c: 1x 
It teaches true Curtiſie, 

Charity, Civility, and the 
Duty of Good Language 
which we owe unto all Men, 
which are indeed the Su- 
preme Points of Gener®futy, 
Policy Chriftianity, as well 
as of Moral Virtues, among 
ſuch as approve and pratfice 
tbe IN 


T oi have here the Cha 
rafter 


To the Reader. 
raFer of a Detractor,accu- 
rately drawn forth and De. 


teFed through all buProtean 
Shapes and Uiſguiſes, with 
the true Imbeliſhments that 
ſbonld adorn a Bred and 
Worthy Man , whereby 
your ſelf are left to judge 
which of theſe are moſt ami- 
able, when you bebold both 
their Pittures bere ſet be- 
fore you, | 
T beſe Eines were purpoſe- 
by ſet to pull up thisCroking 
Mandrake '( DetraGion ) 
from amongſt us, and to root 
048 


To the Reader. 
out thu old overgrown ice, 
which is ſo much the Bane of 
true Love, Friendſhip, and 
bappy Society, the corrup- 
tion of Manners and good 
Nature:od:05 intieMean, 
and ignoble in tbeE.minent, 
and 'not to be conntenaned 
in any Common Wealth. - 

So that this Diſcourſe 
concurring with the preſent 
agg Vogue of every S0- 

er and Fudicius Gentle- 


: man: I amnot todoubt of its 


favourable reception among 


them, and 0 Lg Alſo by 
:- 


their Exanp 


\ | 


ASGCSCSCTTISS 
[OTOPEO DELBLY 


SIR, 
Am e'ne grown weary of 
longer Obſerving your 
now irkſome Commatids, 
to look after New Books 
to ſend you;and therefore pray 
excule me, leſt at length I feet 
both to abuſe your Patience, 
and that weak Judgment you 
have choſe to'rely on : Finding 
now the frantick Age ſo intol- 
lerably peſter'd with whimfi- 
cal Paſquils, Ralleries, and Ro- 
tas, that in truth we have no- 
thing ele that's Now4l ; nor in- 
B deed 


2 Paillerie ala Mode, 
deed is this ftrily ſo , for it is 
no more than the Old mad 
Humor of the Cobler of Gloces 
ſter new Vampt. 


And leſt you may not per- 
haps have ſeen enough by the 
Books themſelves I have ( at 
your defire) ſent you, I ſhall 
rake a little pains to give you 
my Senſe of the prelent ſort of 
Writing , to ſhew you (as {ea- 
ſonableto your Young and In- 
converſant Years) the Ridicu- 
louſneſs, Incivility, and Inhu- 
manity of it , in a few ſhort 
and ſober Reflexzons on this 
Publick Piece of Folly, which 
does but indeed render us the 
mere Ludibrium and May- 
| | game 


®* 
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game of Stratigers, It is a faſhi- 
on ſo illy introduced among 
us. 


It is a Vicious ſort of Buf- 
foonry, that this miſtaken Age 
is ready to cry up. for a high 
acquir'd Ornament and Piece 
of Refin'd Education , while a 
ſober Judgment , or mede$t In- 
nocence, is as much miſtook, 
and exploded for meer Dul- 
neſs and Ignorance, He that 
can abuſe another handſomely, 


1s preſencly applauded for a 


ſhrewd Wit , a notable Man, 


which indeed imports no bet- 
ter than an abuſive K------ as a 
good harml:ſs honeſt Man is 
but the better word for a Fool. 

B 2 Fr 
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It 1s indeed, Sir, much my 
farisfaction, that your Retir'd 
inclination hath fo happily ſet- 
led you, ( for your ſeaſoning 


time ) {o commodiouſly re- 


mote from the Corrupt Con- 
verle of a great part of this In- 
fetious Town : And I aflure 
you, that I think it altogether 
my Duty to be as careful that 
no Contagious Subjects come 
intrudingly to your hands ; 
and would alſo adviſe you to 
be as cautious of receiving any, 
as many were of London-Ler- 
ters the laſt Great: Peſtilence 
here amongſt us. 


Pray take this Advice as 
from a Friend that moſt un- 


feign= 


Raillerre a la Mode, 
| feignedly Loves and Tenders 


you 3 and be ſure ever to 
Chooſe your Bookes as you 
would your Acquaintance, (4. 
e. ) let them be few, choiſe, and 
reputable, 


You cannot well complain 
you want good Company, when 
you are not withont good Au- 
thors to converſe with; and 
that too at the beſt Advantage, 
( as I take It ) their W ritings 
being for the moſt part much. 
the beſt of them, compar'd with 
their common converſeand per- 
ſopal ſociety. 


When you are ſoberly con- 


templative, your Companion 1s 


B 3 ſtill 
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ſti]] at hand to entertain your 
Humor ; when your thoaghts 
incline you another way, then 
have you others to divert you 3 
and when you are weary of all, 
at laſt you may take down {- 
pollo's Lute, and refreſh your 
fancy with the moſt pleaſing, ' 
and not unprofitable, ſtrains of 
Poetry, Engliſh or others. 


But truly to Buy or Read 
theie Cudgel-playing Books, is 
but to make Billings-gate your 
Diverſion 3 or to know the 
beft way how to give bad Lan- 
ouage : 'tis no better than 
downright Railing, Frenchih'd 
into Raillerie a Ila mode. 


Beſide 


Raillerie a la Mode, 7 
Beſide the ſmart Itch of 
Writing and Replying in this 
New Canting Drolling Way , 
made up of a few fugitive Ex- 
preflions', I am ſure he that 
gives himſelf up to this, muſt 
at once licentiouſly let yo the 
| Rains of his Sobriety , Reaſon, 
and Religion, to play at Have 
at All; or to Write in a Re- 
fined fort of Frenzy : For let 
his Rodamantadoes and Bom: 
baſt be but unreachably Re- 
mote, or Far-fought, ( as we 
commonly fay) and it will 
want nothing to make it off; 
provided the Bookſeller be bnt 
Wile. 


To be Witty at this Rate, 
| B 4 'F 
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- 18 certainly very Poor, Pitiful, 


as well as Spightful, for any 
one to figralize himſelf by , 
becauſe. every one that will 
(fans regard) aſſume this abo« 
minable abuſeve Liberty, may 
as eaſily attain the accompliſh- 
ment'(if any will have it one) 
for as much as Mens Wits are 
naturally readier at this than 
any other Theme: Yet though 
the Ape be never fo curiouſly 


trick'd up, he 1s ſtil] but the 


ſame : ſo Jet ſuch Works be 


ſet out in never {o quaint Lan- 
guage, yet. what are: they bet- 
ter then #nſavory Breaths per- 


fum'd ? a more precious kind 


of ſtink in the Noſtrils of ei- 
ther the Judicious or Good ; 
and 


Cw 
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Raillerie a la Mode, 9 
and ſmell ſtill zoo much of the 
Dunghil Declamations of the 
Schools ; ſtudicd Oppolitions, 
though by ſome they may be 
ſaid ſmart or witty , yet the or- 
der of their Deſign, or Matters 
wherewith they meddle ,, are 
very little Juſt or Conforma- 
ble to the Precepts of good 
Morality , Humanity , or Cbri- 
ftianity, in avy degree ; and {9 
baſe and degenerate a Genins, 
ought utterly.to be abandon' d 
by the ſober and civil ſort of 
Mankind, and of all that pro- 
fels and love Virtue, as diflen- 
taneous to the right Rules of 
crue Generoſity ; and as much 
beneath that Grandeur of a 
(Os highT rofeſſcon,which 


teaches 
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10 Raillerie ala Mode, 
teaches Men not to rewile and 
ſlander one another; and fore- 
warns them from being Buſte- 
bodies 1n other Mens matters. 


"R Men, in the heat of 
Humor, while the letcherous 
Irch laſts, care not who they 
Traduce or Refle& u pon, ſo 
they can but do it bndachs | 
in huggermugger. Kings ind 
Privy Conncellors cannot ſcape 
them. But could you peep 
through the Key-hole while 
he is in cloſe Adultery ( in 
his Study ) with his Wanton 
Muſe, and let but a Mouſe, or 
the leaſt Noiſe ſtir, how he 
obrupty ſtarts, and rumples 
up the Naughty Sheets 1n more 
haſte 


Raillerie ala Mode, r1 
haſte and confutjon' than the - 
Callant ſhifts the Scene of his 
private Debaucheries upon a 
dangerous ſurprize! and when 
all is whiſt , 1s preſently at it 
again. 


When 'tis once delivered , 
tis preſently pawn'd upon the 
Publick like a Brat upon the 
Pariſh, the Incognito Parent 
ſtanding by to obſerve how 'tis 
received ; who railes, with the 
reſt, againſt that, which ſhame 
and danger dares not let him 
own for fear of Penance, or a 


Whipping-poſt. 


' Bur' ewere with ſuch highly 
ridiculous, ro ask in St. Pau!” 
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12 Raillerie ala Mode. 
Language, What Profit have ye 
of thoſe Things Tug ye are 
now Aſhamed ? 


And 1n vain may we expedt 
common Civility  trom thole 
that are not afraid or aſhamed 
( at thele dayes ) irreverently 
to (coff at, and impiouſly to 
detra5i thoſe moſt PrincelyPre- 
ſidents of Piety in holy Writ, 
Dawvid and Solomon. The lewd 
and Venereous Perſon , (who 
makes his Body a _—_ 
ing to his jnflateed Luft ) ſeeks 
co acquit and juſtifie himſelf 
with this Plea, and to ſeem 
wittily wicked, asks you, What 
did David ail whe he complain- 
ed of bis Bones ,” and his Sore 


ran 


Raillerie ala Mode, 1; 
ran down in the Night * Give 
him grave and lober Advice, 
or but go about to (top him 
in his Career of Folly, and 
he preſently pleads Solomon; 
and will purchaſe convince- 
ment at no cheaper a rate , 

than the dangerous high Price 
of Experience. He builds Scon- 


ces,and runs on Tavern-ſcores, 
and then Pleades that Paul 
Pawn'd his Cloak, vc. 


At this prophane and paltry 
rate he ſeeks to purchaſe the 
repute of witty: he out-Hufts 
Hell, out-HedGtors Beelzebub, 
and can diſpence with the 
Name of Atheiſt , if he be not 
proud on't, and openly own 


and plory | Is It. This 
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This is one that with little 
. Pear , and lels Wit, will ſtill 
be at his Ludere cum Sacris ; 
that dare be impudent with 
Heaven, and ſawcy with its 
moſt awful Majeſty, to the 
Hearers aſtoniſhment, and his 
own ſhameful confuſion ; that, 
like an over « daring Vaulter, 
will forſooth be ſhewing tricks 
of Adﬀivity upon the very 
Brink and Precipice of Hell; 
and play at Hide and Seek 
with the Devil himſelf, till at 
laſt he catches him in his Clut- 
ches, as the Cat does her wan. 
ton Prey; and fo ſpoiles his 
Sport on a {uddain. 


But let's leave him to the 


Tuſtice 


thus inconſ(tderately provoked; 
and Sir Jet me Adviſe you to 
ſhun the Society of ſuch, leſt 
you ſhare in their Puniſhment, 
and as you would eſcape the 
infamous Cenſure you will 
thereby fall under , alwayes 
taking it for ſure, That you 
ſhall go under the ſame Ac- 
count and Character of the 
Company you conſort with, 
ſince the World hath ever 


look'd upon this Rule as in- 
fallible. 


And now Sir, paſling this, 
and to come nearer home to 


my purpoſe, I ſhall briefly ob- 


ſerve to you, how profuſe and . 


heedleſs 


| Raillerie ala Mode. r5 
Juſtice of that Power his Folly 
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heedlels Men now a dayes are 
of their own and others Fame 
or Reputation, (roo valuable 


to bethrown or made away in 


ſ{port)while they thus publick- . 
ly traduce, detract and aſperle 
one another , as they do both 
in word 'and writing ; which 
latter I ſhall. chiefly take no- 
tice of, and look upon as a 
Libel of the Devils Dictature, 
ſuch Writers being ſer on by 
pare Idleneſs, the Primun mo- 


bile of all Miſchief. 


What is there in it elſe but 
a meer Itch ot Spleen, edg'd 
on by the hope ot building up 
a new Credit upon another 
Mans Weaknels. 
| | A 


A Leap-Frog Fancy of Wri- 
ting Alternss Vicibus , by fits 
and girds, as the Humor hits; 
or ho}ds out to the hap-hazaid 
of the adventurous Bookſeller. 
but the ' adornment of Poſts 
and Pifling-places , worthy-of 
no further regard or notice, 
then the Printed Bills for 
Prizes at the Bear-Garden_ bc 
ing at beſt bnt a Trial of Skill 
another way, where both {ides 
beat up and flouriſh as Vidtors; 
bur (et no ſharper an edge ej- 
ther on their Wits or VWea- 
pons, than what will well jerve 
to cut your Purſe-ſtrings , the 
whole aim of thele cheating 
Challengers ; which if the 
Ss over- 
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overcurious ' Widgins of the 
World will not believe , but 
will be ſtill conzen'd thus 
with this Hoczs Pocaus Humor, 
let them, I ſay ; but (my good 
Friend ) I hope you will take 
my word, and be wiſer. 


Nor do indeed much doubt 
or queſtion your diſcretion , I 
underſtand you, and you your 
ſelf better : And the beſt on't 
is, ſuch Books, befides making 
the Authors ridicaloz2, do lel+ 
dom prejudice the Readers 
more than with loſs of time; 
nor ſo altogether, for ſure (it 
he have any ſenſe) he (hall 
grow wiſer by the folly repre- 

ſented 


F 
; 
| 
l 
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ſented i him}, * as Drunhartls 


ſometimes lathe rherſel ves 
by beholding it ſoberly 1n 


others. 


Can we term it leſgithan a 


ſhameleſs inciwility in' fach as 


would go abbur to oblige rhe 
World (whether it will or 90) 
to rake norice of their Privitte 
Picques 'anid © Controverſies”, 

wivch' with a great deat of 
pudder: chey:publickly expoſe 
to common Cenlate 4 ror'cah 


1t be thought lels in rhoſe 
that are the baſie Px yers into 
theſe publick: Impertinencics, 


the very Reading of which is 
a ——_ of Lpplch, but a 
C 2 Ke- 
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Reviſal both Guilt and Ap- 
probation, - 


Certainly as long as rhis 
odd mood laſts of taking 
up one anothers Works 1n 
this Nature, we. muſt never 
look 'to {ce Ingenuity flou- 
riſh, for our growing Wits 
will be afraid to put forth , 
while the early Bloſſomes of 
their beſt Endeavors are ſtil] 
1n danger to be publickly bla- 
ſted by the wituperous Breath 
of every malepert Momus, who 
like the Baſilisk, ſtrikes dead 
all he ſees at firſt ſight, and 
whoſe whole ſtreſs of Wit 


ſtrives only to ſtiflle others; 
and 


- m—_ w_— oY == 
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and ſuch are well ſet forth by 
the Ingenious ( and therefore 
envy'd) Pen of the fam'd Dry- 
den in this fiagle Couplet of 
his : | 


Thoſe that Advantage of each 
' flip do take, - 
Find but thoſe Faults, which 
they want Wit to make, 


F Away then with this il]-na- 
eur'd, diſingehious, fault-find- 


ing Humor , and be favorable 


to the failings of others , as 
ever you expect Men may in 
kindnel(s connive at your fa1]- 
ings or imperfections ; when 
they happen Humanum eft ef- 

3 rare, 
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rare. *tis liable to all in ſome 
things , bur eſpecially to ſuch 
as either. write much , or vari- 
ouſly often; and ought nor 
with an over-rigid Cenſure to 
be too ſeverely infiſted on; 
for this doth but breed vain 
jangling ; for as one #ll word 
begets another , fo ( we ice) 
doth one abuſrve Book ano. 
ther, till they even puzzle , as 
well as weary the whole World 
with reading the bare Titles of 


them: | 


One Book beares the Belt 
away one while, and then pre-' 
ſently comes out Refle&ions, 
Obſervations, Anſwers, Repli- 


cation r, 


Kaillerie a la Mode. 23 
cations , and Exceptions. apoh 
it, till the Prels is fo bepeſtred 
with them , that ar laſt. the 
Sheets grow more numerous 
than the. long Books and,Pa- 
pers ofa Chancery Cauſe, whith 
ate ag pertinent and worthy of 
publiſhment as tlie firſt, ( for 
ought I know) and is, time 
may. both ſerve ta one and.rche 
ſame «ſe (after-the World-and 
the Court have dilmils'd the 
Controverſie and Brapgle) wa 
Grdcers or a Chandlers-S$hop. 


» > o< 
; { 


[f any ſuch Book haye,«v- 
truded into your Study , let 
them be  curned our) for 
Wranglers, as. untht; to keep 
C 4 Com- 
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Company with the quiet and 
_ crviler ſort. 


Or take my advice, and 
change'em away quickly while 


the humor holds up, fos others 


more pleaſant and profirable, 


though(you loſe well by 'em) 


| before the Cameſters have 


crols'd the Cudgels,, and the 


'Ring-round world leaves min- 


ding them : As ſome tough 
wy turdy Trojans, after much 
belabouring one another, 
have long ſince done. --» Laws 


Deg; 


Our Laureat himſelf cannot 


eſcape Calumny, ( though I 
& muſt 


Raillerie a la Mode. 25 
muſt conte(s he too much dar'd 
It ) that Reward of Wit ( Sa- 
cred to Poets ) he finds could 
not defend him from the blaſt 
of aCriticksBieath. In (pight of 
Apollo's{elt they. will atraque 
him ; ſome thinking to be re- 
putedWirs tor only impudent- 
ly daring to meddle with it. 


Thus was 7m ( for ſooth ) 
taken-to Task ,” Poſt-poned, 
andthere Laſh'd- on. both fides 
by the, two, too.unkind Uſni- 
verlitiesj;- Oxford, firſt taking 
him/. vÞ,, while - his Mother 
Cambridge Chaſtited him  e- 
veraly..: In the farſt place, for 
forgetting. his ,o1d Grammer 
Rules.; .- So rigidly ſtriet were 


they 
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they to keep him to the {cru- 
pulous Precepts of their (Jong 


| ſince exploded) Pedantry,befet- 


tering his fugitive fancy in the 
Poerick Tranſpore , that he 
ſhould not hereafter Sore be- 
yond the nearKen of their {low 


and ſhore ſighted Genius; and 


next for abuſing his Grandfire 
Shakeſpeare, and Father Ben, 
and being very {awcy with 0- 
thers of his Elders. Bat he is 
huſh and done, ſay they, while 
they ſeem to hold a littleRod, 
made upof a few Stalks of dil. 
junCtive ſenſe, they had fpight- 
fully ſpoil'd the beautifull'Bed 
of his beſtFlowers off, & pick'd 
out to laſh him with. And fain 
would they have contin'd his 


Licentious 
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Licentzous Muſe(as they brand 
her ) to her . Nunnery : ' Bur 
they {ince may fee how briskly 
ſhe turns up her Vail, and with 
a modeſt ſcorn acquaints them 
in the words of her Heroe. 
* That he hath neither con- 
' certment enough upon him 
to write any thing 1n his 
© own Defence ; neither will 
© he gratifhe the' Ambition of 
* two wrethed Scriblers, who 
© detire nothing more than to 
* be. anſwered : Finding he 
wanted not ' Friends, even as 
mong Frangers, who deter.d: 
ed him” 'more ſtrongly, than 
Hos contemptihle Pedant could 
__—_—_ } | 


By 
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By this becoming ſcorn you 
ſee howhe prevents them from 
further undertaking againſt 
him, when (like a Moroſe 
or Frumpiſh oddFellow, bob'd 
in the Street with a by-word ) 
had he turned again he would 
have had half the Town hoot- 
ing at him. Thus he ſhews 
more Wit 1n his ſlight and (i- 
lence, then poſſibly he ever 
would by his Pen when it per- 
forms beſt ; though I truly 
believe that heis able to make 
thoſe piece-meal Features, | 
which his oyer curtousCriticks 
examine ſo illy apart, to appear | 
in their right place and pofi- 
tion , no leſs then what him- | | 


elf fays, as ſo many real|' 
Beauties 
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Beauties in the Eyeof ſuch as 
are able ro judge and admire 
the true perfeftions of a 


Muaſe.- 


Sir, I ſpeak this becauſe I 
know you have always had a 
juſt value for Mr. Dryden's 
Poems, as well as my ſelf, and 
| have believed you very dif- 
cerning this way; and fo he 
cannot eaſily be brought low 
in your eſteem ; you too well 
perceiving the Deſign of his 


Fnemies without more words, 


But to inform you turther, 
having, Sir, Jately the leilure 
of an Afternoon, I took oc- 


| caſion to go. among the Book- 


ſellers 
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ſellers tq enquire what elſe 
there was newly extent: [ chopt 
upon an an Adventurous Au- | 
thor, who had took on him t6 
write Remarques on the Hu- 
mour and Converſation of the 
Town ; which had / not been 
long abroad, but itwas ſeized 
upon by the ſharp: Claw of a 
Critick, and by him Stigmarti- 
zed with the Name of Re- 
marques upon Remenques, I 
was unwilling, and: thought 
it ' vain to-read one without 
the other, and (o thought beſt 
to buy neither. 

But the Bookſeller would 
ſtill impoſe further on me,and 
preſents ine with another new 
picce , called the: Rehearſal 


Tranſpres'd, 
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Tranſpros'd, &c. a Title Tun- 
derſtood not I confels:But (ee- 


. ing . it a thing that had twice 


troubled the Preſs, and ha- 
ving the Bookſellers word that 
it was worth reading, I took ir. 
But having ſpent my time and 
Money upon it, all I could 
fay was, I found my ſelf very 
Wittily beguil'd of both : But 
(believe me )) I think I mighe 
as well have read Tom of Lin- 
coln.or Bevis of Southampton, 
for ought Ledified-by it, and 
would pay thanks to boot to 
any little Boy to change with 
me. 


Yet truly I muſt confeſs, 
Wit, there was i 1t, but like a 
Tewel 
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Fewel in the Dunghill of De- 
rraction, nor worth the Gene. 
rous and Inegenious Mans ra- 
king for. - Bur the Crab.tree 
Stock of ſome Mens Humours 
will bear no better Fruit 3; vet 
methinks they ſhou!d not then 
carry their ſower Sentences to 
the Preſs, they ſeem fo little 


ſerviceable or ſeaſonable , and 


cannot he counted Solo- 
mons Apples. But ſome Mens 
petuſanrHumours incline them 
ſtill to tranſpoſe the Proverb, 
which ſays, 'Tis better 1o be at 
the latter «nd of a F caſt, than 
the heginning of a Fray. | 
Now you muſt underſtand 
Tranſproſal 1s the little a IaMode 
Word that at preſent obtains 
and 
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and has of Tate made ſuch a 
deal of Gingle Gangle abroad, 
by the help of Iranſproſing. The 
RehearſalTranſpros'd(Anſwer) 
the Tranſproſer Rehearſed, 8c. 
But how extreamly pleaſant 
is it to obſerve bow wittily the 
Tranſproſer turns Tranſpoſler, 
and'finds himſelf [port at Tick 
Tack for half a Dozen Pages 
ropether , and a!l with two 
poor Letters | F. and O. ] 
I warrant the Man has a moſt 
extraordinaty fancy at Com- 
poſing Anagrams and Acro- 
ſticks,and 15'excellent at Wire- 
drawing Wir, that can ſo prit- 
tily play with two Letters ſo 
long, and, they happened to 
be Jucky ones for his turn. 

D Every 
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Every. - one will have a: bob 
at Bayes, though alas he is not 
likely he get a wreath of it, 
for the Wit he lays out 
upon it. And now the yelp 1s 
up, 'ſtog him Bayes Cries one; 
Hollo. Bayes Cries a ſecond, 
Whoop Bayes a third, enough 
to wotry one Out of his Wits. 
I cannot tell what: better to 
compare it to, than like the 
clapping and ſcolding of a 
ragged-canting Cxew of Bil- 
lingſgate Rhetoricians, or 
thoſe -- of Roſemary Lane, 
where - if any will once but 
give the Ce of one Word pro- 
vocative, he ſhall preſently 
hear: a full Peal of moſt ex- 


quiſite Harmony indeed. You 
ſhall 


/ 
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| 


Raillerie ala Mode. 35 


(hall not meet with a Term (o 
mild as Gregory Father Gray 
Beard:;they could have tarnih- 
ed him witha Title cen times 
more Taking, (ex Tempore:) 
and' poſlibly more nrelligible 
roo. Bur hang'r, ler ir pats, 
1t comes all ro one purpole. 

Having thus given yotlome 
hints of this harefull Humour, 
I would fain draw to. 4 clole 
with my Dilcourle, there re- 
mains only a few Cautionary 
Ramarques' to direct you 1n 
your choiſe of Men. And what 
your own Judgment will re- 
prelent to you, will render thc 
reſt odious enough ro your 
generous mind, without any 
tarcher reflettions. 
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If we confider the miſchief 
as well as degenerofity 
of this Deftra&ive Humour 
among Men, either in Words 
or Writing, we would certain- 
ly (hun: it with greateſt deſta- 


tion. 


As then you have any re- 
ipeCct for your own Peace and 
Quiet, endeavour ſtil] to keep 
your ſelf unconcerned from 
impertinent [iſtening after, or 
prying into private 'or publick 
Reports of this ſort; tor that 
you muſt either betray, or 1n- 
evitably bring in queſtion 
your Friendſhip it you con- 
ceal it; or if perhaps on the 
other fide you impart it, you 

| but 
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bur kindle Coals of contentis 
on, and beget private grudges 
and heart-burnings, and make 
your ſelf in a mannner bound 
either to accule. or vindicate, 
and had therefore much berter 


to be deaf and dumb in ſuch 


concerns in both Ofhces. 


Be ſure therefore to ſhew 
no kind of Countenance to 
ſuch as can find no other means 
to ſcrew themlelves in we your 
opinion and favour, than by 
this treacherous way of tradu= 
cing orhers to you. . 


D 
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* Nor would I have you 0- 
ver apt to liſſen to, or truſt 
him that fain would be tickling 
you with adulatory praiſe of 
your parts and qualities ; eſ- 
pecially if the Party be a ſtran- 
ger to you, and one that you 
never any ways had obliged 
before ; for *tis common with 
ſome ſort of men to put on a 
fawning familiarity upon the 
firſt Acquaintance they have 
with any one, to make laviſh 
offers of F riendhip and ſervice 
to you. Sir, (I fay) take 
good heed of ſuch a one, leaſt 
there be ( as *tis odds 4 there 
be not ) {omeSting of Deſign 
at the end of their Tail. 


Beſides 
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Beſides, what can ſound 
more harſh or untunable in the 
Far 'of the generous, wile or 
modeſt, than to hear an Fn- 
comiaſtick Harangue or Elogy 
of Praiſe perſonally addreſt tg 
his Face. Mouſick fit for nowie 
but Fools to caper at ; alas | 
they muſt be but filly Trouts, 
that will beſo tickled to death. 
The ſaying of Tally ought 
to be every true Gentle- 
man's ; Nolo eſſe auditor, ne vi- 
dear Adulator, Now ( for ought 
you know ) this great Praiſe 
may be but Ironice prodere Fa- 
mam;the Man that ſpeaks ſo & 
ſo, may pofſthly mean nothing 
jeſs, but the quite contrary 3 
but be ſure he that hath any 
D 4 Cenle 
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Senſe, will not be impoſed on 
at this rate; but will ſoon find 
It out, and know how to re- 
tort it in the like Language. 


But on the other fide, where 
this kind of Flattery on both 
ſides takes, as laid, fadly, re- 
ally, and indeed, then can- 
not there be more pleaſant 
Diverſion , than to ſee two 
Alles bray out Applauſes to 
one another. This 1s Mulzs 
mulum (cabit , or Kee me, and 
T le kee thee, as the old Proverb 
ſpeaks. But certain 1t 1s, none 
can be flartered of another, til! 


he firſt flatter himſelt. 


a 


One may obſerve a fort of 
| Na- 
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Natural Rhetorick , even a» 
mong the Common Profeſlors 
of the Art of Railling ; they 
have their Figures, Graces, and 
Ornaments peculiar to their 
kind of Speech , though they 
do not diſtinguiſh or ule them 
Grammatical] y, by the Names 
of Sarcaſmns, Aſfteiſmus , Mi. 
cteriſmus, Antiphraſis, Chari- 
entiſmus , or Ironia , yet have 
they their Dry Bobs , their 
Broad Flouts, Bitter Taunts, 
their Flecring Frumps , and 
Privy Nips. Beſides the uſe of 
their admirable Art of Cant- 
ng, they have a cunning way 
of Jeering, accuſing others by 
juſtifying themſelves, and ſay- 
ng, I never did--- or by asking 
the 
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the Queſtion general, Who 
did ſo and ſo? Why who did 
you Whore crie> 'tother ? did 
I? and fo the Game begins ; 
but by this evaſive way of A- 
buſe they will be ſure to keep 
wide oft the Law's Tenter- 


hooks. 


Thus you ſee there is none 


can come out Maſter of this 
Art that hath not been brought 
up at Billingſgate , for only 
there are found rhe beſt Pro- 
ficients of this kind , which 
while ſome of our Authors 
are but the baſhful Imitators ; 
alas, ſee how far they fall 
ſhort of the true force and et- 
ficacy that 1s :to. be found in 

the 
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the perfection of this Faculty. 


But I have deviated a while 
from my firſt diſcourle, giving 
you the fore-going Refledti. 
ons, I now come again to con- 
ſider the end of Writing, and 
what 15 moſt commendable. 
The principal end of Reading 
is I am ſure to enrich the 
Mind ; and doubtleſs that is 
the beſt Work where the 
Graces and the Mules meet. 
But where every Man thinks 
what he liſts , ſpeaks what he 
thinks , writes what he {peaks, 
and prints what he writes, from 
luch kind of (cribling, carried__ 
on by a frantick Figgary, I do 
not well apprehend what Ad- 

vantage 
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vantage can in the leaſt accrue 
one way or other to the Rea- 
ders, either to the enriching 
their Diſcourſe, or advancing 


their Knowledg. 


Nor 1s it eafte to conceive 
the drift or deſign of this odd 
fantaſtick wayot writing with- 
out the help of a skilful Inter- 


preter, they having more need 


of Notes and a Comment , 
than the Hiſtory of Don 
Quixot , without which you 
ſhall be no more able to ap- 
prehend our Author, than ca- 
pable to carry off the Intregue 
of one of our Now-adayes 
Comedies, ſo hard it 1s to 
| force the Poetick Fire out of 
their 


their flinty Inventions. The 
Treaſury of Wit being of late 
ſo cloſe lock'd up in theWild 
Meanders of our preſent Mu- 
ſes, that he that has not the 
Court-key of thenewelſt forge, 


ſhall hardly be the better for't. 


I cannot tell how this way 
of Writing comes to be now 
the Mode that ſo much ob- 
tains, I mean of Detracting 
and Traducing Perſons ; for 
I do not remember the Inge- 
nious Author of the Book cal. 
led, Refle&ions upon the Elo- 
quence of the Bar and Pulpit, 
ſo much as once mentions , 
much leſs commends this man- 
ner of writing or ſpeaking , as 

cither 
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eirhber modiſh, modeſt, or de- 
cent ; but gives this Gentle 
Laſh to the Ulers of it, Thar 
nothing of that kind is enter- 
cained with effect, when too 
perſonally addreſt: and that 
though with civility we may 
glance -at, yet may we not 
without rudeneſs and 11] man- 
ners , too openly ſtare upon 
the faulcs or imperfections of 
any Perſon. 


Detra&tion 1s an old Vice, 
alchough it be but newly come 
into requeſt among us ayain : 
It was the fin of Haman againſt 
Mordecai, of Saul againſt Da- 
vid. of Fexabel againſt Naboth:; 
and there are whole Pſalms 


of 
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of Execration for this Sin. 


I find an old Poet af Ours 


( Gower ) Declaiming. againſt 


this Vice in this manner. 


Invidie pars eſt DetraQtio 
peſſima, peſtemt 

One magis infamem flatibus 
or15 agit. 

Lingua venenato ſermone re- 
percuit aures, 

Sic ut in alterius ſcandala fa- 
ma wolat. 

Morſubus a tergo quos inficit 
ipſa fideles 

Vilneris ignoti ſepe fabate C4- 
rent, 

Sed generoſus Amor linguam 
conſervat, ut ejus 


V-rbum 
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Verbum quod loquitur nlla 
| ſmiftra gerat. 


This honeſt old Author ſets 
out this Vice in this ſort , by 
way of Admonition. 


Cuer kepe thou thy tonge fylle, 
Zhou my3t the moze have of thy wille, 
If chat thy ſelf art envyous, 

Thou ſhalt not be gracious, 

As thou parauentur ſholoelt be ellee, 
Ther wol no man dzink of the wellcs, 
{1 biche as he wote is p3pſon pune ; 
And ofce ſuch as men begpnne 
Zowards other, ſuche asthep fynde, 
That ſet hem ofce fer behpnoe, 
When that they wenen be byfoze 
Py ood ſone, and thou therefoze 
Beware aud leue thy wycked ſpeche, 
Clhereof hath fallen ofte wietche 
Lo many a man bykoze this time ; 
Foz who ſo wol his hands lyme, 
Whcp mutt be the moze unclens, 
Foz many a mote ſhall be ſene, 

Zhat wol not elles cleue there, 

And that (holy cuery wiſe man fere, 


Fo? 


Ratllerie ala'Mode; 45 
” Foz who ſo wol another blame, * - /' 

Þe ſe kyth ofte his owne ſhame, 

Which elſe might be right ſtyle, xc. 


Now (hould I go about to 
Paint a DetraGor totth in his 
proper Colours, or to Dtaw 
every Feature of Deformity in 


his Face, I fear, in the firſt. 


place, I ſhould find my Ink 
not Black enough to Paint ſo 
Foul a Monſter; nor could a 
Man have Courage enough to 
Draw the Devil, without the 
Security of ſome Cood GCuar- 


dian by. his (ide. 


Bat T'le venture on Him ; 
for, as they ſay, if we can but 
draw Bloud of Witches , their 
Envious Intents ceaſe : fo if 


E the 
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the Nib of my Pen be but 
ſharp-pointed enough to prick 
to the quick , I need not fear 
the worſt he then can do to 
me; neither need others, after 
once they are forewarn'd. 


[E 
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- THE | 
CHARACTER | 


OF A | 
Detractor, 


DetraSor is a kind of 
Camelion, that lives upon 
che worſt fort of Air; at firſt 
bred up and ſackled with 
ſour Suſtenance from the lank 
and flaggy Dugs of his lean 
and meager Mother Ezvy, he 
afterwards feeds on Fame ; his 
words are worſe than Poyſon of 
Aſps, and area kind of Witch- ' ! 
craft, ſo that the Sufferer may 


juſtly be ſaid to be under att | 
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Evil Tongue. Like one of the 
wayward Siſters, he ſpightfully 
picks the foul and poyſonous 
Weeds out of the faireſt Gar- 
dens of Mens fruitful Labors, 
wherewith to work his wic- 
ked Sorceries ; with venomous 
Breath 'endeavouring to bla} 
the beſt and fragrant Flowers 
of Mens Writings, that they 
may wither in the minds and 
memories of the World. 


He is-a ſort of turbulent 
ſpirited Fariozo , continually | 
foaming out his frothy Pafſion 


on all ſides, like malicious old 


Woman, ever muttering , Cx- 
treamly incenſed : he can find 


none to vouchlafe to vex him, 


till 
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till out of pure ſpight he is 
fain, at length, co be himſelf 
both Satyr, Anſwer, and Reply. 
'Twould fright you, or him 
either, to behold his own an- 
gry Face during the pang of 
Compoſure. 


He Writes on as Fiſh-wo- 
men Rail, without Ceſlation, 
or *Premeditation ; without 
Patience to Hear, or Time to 
Deliberate : and Anſwers, hit 
or miſs, without Peruſal , let- 
| ting all the while bis Paſſion 
boyl over, without ever skim- 
ing of the filthy Foam that al- 
wayes ariſes from the intem- 
perate Heat of in-kindled Fu- 


ry. 


E 3 Eraſ- 
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Eraſmus {cems to have very 
well underſtood the Nature of 
this Malady amongſt Men , 
and menrions it as if himſelf 
had once had {ome [ymptomes 
of it, when he ſayes, Multi mei 
ſmiles hoc morbo laborant , ut 
cum ſcribere neſciant, cams a- 
fſeribendo temperare non poſſunt. 
Many (ſaith he) are very fick 
oi my Diſeaſe, and though 
they can do nothing worthy 
of the Publick, yet they muſt 
be publiſhing their ( bellifh ) 
Humors , fouler than the Ink 
they write with ; .and this 
makes the. World abound fo 
with Books. The Teemings of 
every Term , which deſerves a 


much Goverer Tax upon every 
Sheet 
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Sheet then there is impoſed 
upon the Law, that fo it might 
at once breed leſs Trouble, 
and more Profit to the/Prefs it 
Plagues. 
A DetraGor 

Is one who knowes 'how 
to ſhoot dead your Repute, and 
yet you never hear the Report; 
he hath ſeveral forts of Poy- 
ſons, and but one way to ap- 
ply 'em, that's commonly-at 
the Ear : He ſometimes whiſ- 

s like one that diſcourſes 
chrough the Speaking-Trum- 
pet, you ſhall hear the ſound, 
bur not know who utrers 'it, 
nor whence'it proceeds. He is 


Fraytor to Truth , a Lying 
Oracle,' or the Old Deyil of 
X FE 4 Del | 
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. Delphos, to Abuſe the Credy- 
lous, Delude the Ignorant, 
Confirm the Suſpicious, and 
Inflame the Jealous. 


He is a kind of Monſter a- 
mong Men , and hath a double 
Face , -a double Heart , and a 
cloven Tongue ; a Viper that 
will venture to Bite , though 
he break his venomous Teeth 
out in the attempr, A Proteus 
in Converſation ' upon every 
turn; a ſubtle Angler of Se- 
crets, he pretends private 1m» 
partments of others to hook 
out yours; he firſt finds out | 
(if he can) your inward re- 
ſentments ot others, and then 
tickles you either with falaci- 
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#75 Encomiums, or detraGiive 
Untruths of them , according 


as he finds out ,- or caninfi- - 


nuate into your þymor, I like 
well the Caution in the Satyt. 


Fingere qui non viſa pateft, 


| commiſſa tacere 
Qui nequit, hic niger eſt, hunc 


_ tu, (Romane) coveto. 


Who feigns what was not, 
and diſcloaks a Soul, 
Beware him(Noble Roman) 

he is foul. | 
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Worthy Man 
DESCRIBED: 


Right Bred | or Worthy 
Man,wil! ſcern to be {o 

baſe as to Flatter, and hates to 
be ſo Curriſh as to Bite any 
any one; (o that even his Re- 
proofs ſeem kind and generous, 
and his Woxnds do not want 
their Balſovzs. You may read 
his Temper in. his Face ; he 
fleers not at a Reproachful 
er, but ſhews his diſlike in 
his looks; he ſtands aloofe 
when Men Whiſper , and is 
no greedy Liſtner after Priva- 
cies ; 


Raſllerie ala Mode. <9 


cies; his Tongue never be- 


trayes his Heart , and Report 


can find no Eccho in him. 
When you Lodge in him a 
Secret, your neceſſary Cau- 
tion locks it ſafe up,. and your 


ſelf keeps the Key. It'is his 


Grief to know a Vice of his- 


Friends , and his Charity he 
ſhews in concealing it ; he ne- 
ver over-Praiſes nor Underva- 
Jues any man, for his Prudence 
inſtruts, that the one ſtirs up 
Envy, and the other procures 
contempt. He that can be 
brought ſo low as Fear or Flat- 
tery, muſt not preſume once 
to own the Forfeited name of 
Gentleman or Chriſtian. 


Firſt, 


- — 
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Firſt he cannot lay claim 
to the Moral Virtues of Ju- 
ſtice, Truth, or Civility, fo that 
he is neither fit to be a Friend 
or an Umpire in any Afar. 
Fear and a little meanacing, 
makes him Faulty to Both; 
nor is he to be Truſted with 
another Mans Reputation,who 
has not Courage to defend his 
own, if queſtioned. A good 
Poet lays, 


Defend the Truth , for that 


who will not die ©, 
A Coward 1s, and gives him- 


falf the he, 


He that hath a Cowardly 
fear within him can never be 
| a 
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a true Chriſtian , but like'the 
After - penetent Apoſtle , he 
will be apt in time of Trial to 
give his own Heart the Lye, 
and Deny theLord that bought 
him. He cannot hold the 
Truth till it wax hot in his 
Hand, or ever endure a Mar- 
tyrdom for it : But like the 
wretched Italian, panting un- 
der the haſty Threats of a ſur- 
prizing Enemy, ( in hopes to 
ſave his Life) Belch'd out (as 
bidden) Horrid Blaſphemies, 
to gratifie the Will of his in- 
ſulting Enemy ; till in the 
midſt of them he S.abs the 
Naked Wretch, and then 
Brag'd how he had doxbled his 
Revenge, Deſtroying Soul and 
Body 
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Body at one Blow. But this 
only by way of illuſtration to 
clear the laſt Aſlertions of the 
46a Effects of ſuch 
tomes of Cowardice 
fu 1p iu ochriſtianisy, 


I have not yet done with 
our Detra&or, T muſt take 
him a little farther to Tack be- 


fore I give him over ; and ask 
of him, What Amends he can 
make to the Party, whoſe 
Fame and Repute he hath Pub- 
lickly Traduc'd and Vilified. 


For doubtleſs if we reſpe&t 
Human Society, there cannot 
be a more perniciozs Il] atend- 
Ing it ; 'tisa giving up a Mans 

Name 
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Name to perpetual Infamy 


and Reproach ; an irreparable. 


Wrong , towards which the 
beft Amends falls ſhort of Sa- 
tisfaction, A Blot never to be 
ra% d out , but by writing the 
whole fair over again in way 
of Recantation ( Publick Con- 
feſſten being ever due to Pub- 
lick Injuries ) and when that's 
done too, to Retract does not 
make full Compenſation, fince 
he that does it cannot be ſure 
that he who ſaw his firſt, (hall 
read his [aft alſo. 

So that he who offends in 
this kind , does it not only to 
his Lites, but the Worlds end 
in a Book , which cannot Re« 
pent; and therefore Reputa- 

| tion 
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tion once loſt is paſt Retrieve. 
An ingenious Poet Cautions 
well to this purpole : 


Thy Credit wary keep , 'tis 
quickly gone ; 

Being got by many AGions, 
loft by one. | 


I have read a Fable ; how 


that Repntation , Love , and 
Death , made a Covenant to 
travel o're the World, but each 
was to take a ſeveral Way. 
When they were ready to de- 
part, mutual Inquiry was made 
how they might find one ano-= 
ther again. - Death ſaid , they 
ſhould be ſure to hear of him 
in Battels, Hoſpitals, and in all. 

| Parts 


oO hos wg }_Þ ” 
> 
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Parts where either Famine or 
Diſeaſes are rife, Love bade 
them hearken ater him ampng 
the Childrgn | of Cottagers , 

whole Parents had left chem 
nothing, at Marriages, at Feaſts, 
and amongſt tlig;profeſſed Ser> 
vants of Virtae, the,only Bond 
to rye him faſt. They Jong 
expected a Direftion from 
Reputation ,,who ſtood. mute ; 
being 4urg'ds..to. align them 
Places 'wherc;hgy, might, find 
him, he ſullenty anſwered, his 
Nature was ſuch, chat if be, de- 
pdreed rom any, Man, ho neyer 
came to him more. The Mo- 
ral-is excellent ro our SubjeR. 


:Ts Diſplay-a Mans Malice 


In 
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in Writing , is no leſs than de- 
libtrate Wickedneſs, a kinde 
of Civil Murther prepenc'd; 
chew'd Bullers that wrankle 
where they enter; thePlepue in 
Paper , which he that would 
ſhun, let him take heed how he 
comes between the Infections 


Sheets. 


The Publick Breath of Ca- 
lumny, like contagious Air , -1s 
of late become too Epidemical, 
though the Infe&ion will not 
ſoon taint the ſound Conſtitu- 
tion of a ſolid Judgment. 'The 
humming Noiſe of Fame, and 
the barſhgrating of DetraGion, 
are now the #ngrateful ſounds 
that ſo much Diſturb this mu- 
tinons Town. The 
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The Obſcare envy the Emi- 
nent; as Boys cry, Whip 
Coach-man , when they car- 
not Ride as well as others. 
Ingenuity ſure never before 
knew ſo many Spightful Spi- 
der-Pates, which weave Book- 
leaves of Antick Cobweb-wit, 
to Catch the Roving-headed 
Butter-flies of this Age 1n. Cn 


Excuſe me Sir, if I hayg.en- 
larged my Letter too much on 
this Subject ; and do not think 
I have done it meerly to pleaſe 
my own itch of Writing ; for I 


could never flatter my ſelf into 


any Opinion of my own Parts, 
(1f I have any: ) And be al- 
{ured , that above all things 1 

| F 2 ab. 
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abhor , and moſt ſpleefully 
Jaugh at the Publick-ſp Irited 
Fop , that is Ambitious = the 
Name of a Reformer ; for I 
have ſeen ſo much the ſerious 
Folly of that too, that I think 
it much more faſhionable to be 
of the Laughing than Weeping 
fide of the World; which alas, 
the more you ſtrive to ameud, 
ſtill che worſe you make it. 


Thus we ſee there 1s no 
Curb can keep Men within 
the Modeſt Bounds of Ciwvi- 
lity , albeit Thoſe ( whole care 
it is) be never {o Cautious to 
prevent the Inconvenieacy of 
putting forth particular Refle- 
ctions to open Cenſure, under 


the 
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the laſh of every Licentiows Pen 


and Tongue. 


But the Preſs cannot eſcape 
without its Errata's, and By- 
blows, (as we count ſuch 
Books as we haveTreated of to 
be) the obſcure Parents ſome- 
times, like counterfeit Gyplies, 
colouring-their Brats over with 
a Foreign Imprimatur , with a 
Cant to the Typis , as a Guide 
to the Gibderiſh it is fraught 
withal. 


And now Sir, if you pleaſe, 
YOu may communicate this to 
ſuch of your Ingenious Ac- 


quaintance as are Book-buy- 
ers, that they (as well as you) 


F 3 may 
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may be made more fenfible of 
the preſent Spawn of our Fan- 
raſtick Fry of Town- Wits, and 
reſt ſatisfied without buying 
auy more till this Freake 
be worn out of Faſhion, as | 
heartily wiſh 1t were, And fo, 
without' more ado, (lave on- 
ly to wiſh a Return of theſe 
Men well to their Wits again) 


I bid you for this time Fare. 
well, 
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